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Since Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, the human and social sciences have strongly 
engaged the conflict from various disciplines and approaches, ranging from the study of social dynamics 
and their history to the more strictly geopolitical aspects of the conflict. This symposium proposes to 
focus on the forces driving international cooperation, particularly multilateral cooperation, and to 
articulate these with regional and local levels of analysis.  

By multilateral perspectives on the war in Ukraine we refer to the roles played by international 
cooperation institutions - intergovernmental organizations, but also NGOs, international think tanks, 
private actors, etc. - since the beginning of the war. While NATO, the UN – through the Security Council 
- and the EU initially retained media and political attention, other, less visible players, such as the OSCE 
(Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe) or the ICC (International Criminal Court), with 
their regional dimension, are nonetheless interesting entry points for studying this conflict.  

The repercussions of the war in Ukraine on the diplomacy of Eastern European countries – an essential 
dimension, however, as it underpins repeated calls for mediation – has so far received little attention 
Similarly, the role of economic players, weighing in on- or being impacted by -sanctions or conditionality 
mechanisms, can only be understood by integrating this multilateral perspective, which emphasizes not 
only the interdependence between societies and states, but also between distinct dimensions of 
security provision and pressure on the adversary.  

The question is not so much "what can international organizations do?", but rather, what do multilateral 
perspectives bring to the study of the war in Ukraine: what dimensions of this conflict and of the state 
of international cooperation do they allow us to highlight?  

The symposium more particularly aims at tackling the following dimensions:  

1) the operational aspects of multilateral cooperation, whether peaceful (mediation, investigation), 
coercive (sanctions) or assistance (military, economic) measures. Which multilateral and/or regional 
organizations are concretely doing what and how in the context of this conflict? 

2) the normative issues raised by this conflict: whether in terms of the mobilization of international 
justice actors, the negotiation of resolutions within the UN, and/or the way in which these norms 
question traditional approaches to security (environmental norms, for example); 

3) the reconfiguration of actor networks and cooperation chains, including the role of organized civil 
society and NGOs; 

4) the reconfiguration of spaces and the extent to which intervention of international players - including 
via non-European multilateral forums and mechanisms - modifies or even disrupts the relationship to 
territory and borders.  

 

 



 

Submission format: proposals should be no longer than one page (in English), accompanied by a CV (in 
French, English or German) and sent to Marieke Louis, Deputy Director of the Centre Marc Bloch 
marieke.louis@cmb.hu-berlin.de and Frédéric Ramel, Professor of Political Science (Sciences Po Paris) 
and GRAM Supervisor frederic.ramel@sciencespo.fr 

Deadline: 25 August 2024  

 

 


